
MINUTESOFTHEPUBLICWORKSCOMMITTEE
June13, 2019
Auditorium

Present:  CouncilmembersRader & Bullock

AlsoPresent:  DaveBaas, KatelynMilius, MichelleNochta, MayorSummers, MikeFoleyof
CuyahogaCountyOfficeonSustainabilityandstaff, MikeWiseofMcDonaldHopkins

CalltoOrder:  3:03p.m. 

thTheCommitteeapprovedtheminutesfromitsJune10meeting. 

CommunicationfromCouncilmembersRader, George, andBullockregardingsolar
energyfortheCity. 

MikeWiseofMcDonaldHopkinsgaveapresentationontheprovisionofsolarenergyforthe
CityofLakewood.McDonaldHopkinsisrepresentingEnerlogicSolarasitsclient.TheCounty
putoutanRFPtooutfitthreeofitsbuildingswithsolarenergytechnologyandEnerlogic
responded. TheCounty’spartnershipwithEnerlogicallowsLakewoodtoobtainthesameprice
forsolarenergyastheCountydoes. Enerlogicplansonofferingthesamepricingtonon-profit

rdorganizations, aswellas3partyownership. TheCountyprogramwillbeofferedthroughthe
stendof2020. ThetaxbenefitsoftheenergyprogramexpireonJanuary1, 2020. 

Mr. WisereviewedaprojectcompletedbyEnerlogicinBrooklynthatinvolvedvirtualnet
meterswiredintothepowergrid. Thisprojectinvolvedapowerpurchaseagreement. Healso
providedadescriptionofthecooperativeenergypurchaseprogram, whilealsofocusingononsite
solarpanelsforLakewood. Hereviewedthecity’scurrentenergycosts, explaininghowvolume
andloadfactorintothepriceoftheenergyandtheinfrastructureneeded. Headdedthataground
mountedsystemislessexpensivethanarooftopone. 

Therewasdiscussionamongmembersofthecommitteeregardinginstanceswherethepower
gridmightgodown. Abatterybackupwassuggested, butthepriceofitmaybeprohibitive. 

Membersandguestsdiscussedthelocationandplacementofsolarpanels. TheCitywouldnot
makemoneyoffofpanelsplacedatthewastewatertreatmentplant, butwouldovertimeatother
citybuildings. ItwasnotedthatWinterhurst’stenantpaysforitsownpowerandthattheCity
wouldhavetorenegotiateitsleaseinordertoplacethepanelsontheroof. Roofconditions
wouldneedtobeexaminedatthesitepriortoplacement. ItwasnotedthattheStreets
Departmentgaragemakesthemostsensefortheplacementofsolarpanels. Theroofwasvery
recentlyreplacedanditslocationcouldallowthestructuretoproducemorepowerthanit
currentlyrequires. MembersdiscussedpossiblyconnectingtheprojecttoCityHallinorderto
divertexcesspowercreatedbythegarageandtonotloseoutonanenergycredit. Itwasnoted
thatanyexcesspowergoesbacktothegridandthattheCitygetsareducedcredit. 
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Insummary, therewouldbea14% savingsthroughsolarenergypanelplacementontheStreets
Departmentgarageandthattheplannedgroundsystemforthewastewatertreatmentplantisnot
likelyviable. Membersdiscussedwhetherthisprojectcouldstartthisyear. Thesystemis
warrantiedfor20yearsbutshouldbeproductivefor30-40years. MikeWiseistoscheduleacall
withDirectorBenointhefutureonthistopic. 

FollowupdiscussionregardingNortheastOhioPublicEnergyCouncil (NOPEC)  
EnergizedCommunityGrants. 

DiscussiononthespendingofNOPECgrantfundscontinuedamongmembers. TheMayor
advocatedmovingforwardwiththeinstallmentofLEDstreetlightsonClifton, Lake, and
Franklin, whichwillprovidea4yearpayback. LEDstreetlightshavealreadybeeninstalledon
allofDetroitandMadisonAve. Thedifferenceintheamountandqualityofthelightis
negligibleandnotverynoticeabletoresidents.  

ORDINANCE13-19-ANORDINANCEtotakeeffectimmediatelyprovidedit
receivestheaffirmativevoteofatleasttwothirdsofthemembersofCouncil, or
otherwisetotakeeffectattheearliestperiodallowedbylaw, amendingChapter
906, UseofPublicWaysforSmallCellWirelessFacilitiesandWirelessSupport
Structures, oftheCodifiedOrdinancesoftheCityofLakewoodinordertoregulate
smallcellwirelessfacilitieslocatedintheright-of-way. 

DirectorBenostatedthattheproposedchangesfromlastJulyareupdatesfromtheFCCofwhat
neededtobeaddedtosmallcellordinancesthatwereadoptedbymunicipalities. Thereare
timingchangesonapplicationreviewdependingonthesizeofatowerandtheinstallationtype. 

DirectorButlernotedthatsomemunicipalitiesarechallengingthismeasureincourt. Theorder
becameenforceableinJanuaryandtherehasn’tbeenenoughtimeforanyofthelitigationtobe
resolved. HenotedthatnothinghasyethappenedtooverturntheFCCrulingandthatthefederal
governmenthastheultimatejurisdictioninthismatter. Themeasurerestrictsstatesand
municipalitiesfromregulationbeyondtheirauthorityandisasignalthattheFCCisbowingto
thetelecommunications industry. Lakewoodhastoabideunlessthecourtssayotherwise. 

ItwasnotedthattheFCCpassedrulesthatconflictwiththestatecode. TheCity’scurrentcode
ismodeledoffthestatecode. TheCityisabidingbythecurrentregulationsinpractice, making
thetimingandpassageofthislegislationnotcrucial. TheFCCorderwhichresultedinthese
changestothecodewasfromJanuary2019.Thestatecodewasrevisedinspring2018. 

CouncilmanRadermovedtorecommendadoptionofOrdinance13-19, whichwassecondedby
CouncilmanBullock. Allinfavor. Motionpassed. 

Themeetingwasadjournedat4:20p.m. 
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